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ability to offer 
s online is changing 
way people think 

education, but uni­
are having a dif­

time persuading fac­
to become involved, 
a distance education 

on Thursday. 
chael Simonson, 

Southeastern Uni­
professor and edi­

of the Quarterly 
of Distance Educa­

said, "It's terribly 
, especially at 

universities with 
pressures to 

and teach ... 
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set of obligations." 
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to talk about the 

toward Dlore dis­
education - such 

on the Internet 
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at the 19th Inter­
Conference on 

.....~'.~~.. and Education 
Learning 

Institute is 

playing host to the confer­
ence, which runs through 
Saturday at the Oglesby 
Union and is estimated to 
register more than 400 
educators - representing 
36 different countries. 

"The aim of the confer­
ence is to bring together 
people from around the 
world who believe technol­
ogy can improve learn­
ing," said FSU Professor 
Owen Gaede, one of the 
conference's coordinators. 

The conference gives 
educators a chance to 
present their research on 
technology, talk about hot 
topics like the ever­
expanding college classes 
-provid~-online ::md ......."l-~._ 

into more serious issues, 
such as how to help poor 
countries improve the 
education level of their 
citizens. 

Simonson said universi­
ties Dlust make distance 
education a priority. Of 
the $3 billion in pri.vate 
money spent on higher 
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Eastern Illinois University academic computing 

John Sfondillas teaches two different teaching 
at the 19th International Conference on 

and Education at FSU on Thursday. Above, 
participant Robert Mann, foreground, listens. 
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the Board of Regents ceases to exist as of July 1, the 

J/FSU College of Engineering will be missing three members 
nJne.member Joint Management Council. 

t, FSU attracts 400 from 


cu.ssed., said C Pr0­
vost Larry Abele. "I still _ --.::II.... 

think the basic idea is Abele 
wonderful, but it would take some real 
commitment on a lot of people's part to 
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